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1 Executive Summary 

1.1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared for the proposed Sunny 

Oaks Renewable Energy Park by Ridge Clean Energy Ltd (RCE), submitted by Sunny Oaks 

Renewable Energy Park Ltd (the Applicant), consisting of solar photovoltaic (PV) panels with a 

capacity of approximately 20 megawatts (MW), a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 

designed to discharge 28.5MW of electricity over a two hour period, and associated 

development, at land south west of Wootton Common on the Isle of Wight (the Proposed 

Development). A full description of the Proposed Development can be found within the 

accompanying Planning Statement. 

1.1.2 The site extends to an area of 32.5 ha, on pasture farmland. 

1.1.3 This document describes the methods of community consultation which have taken place, 

reporting on the level of community interest and the feedback received from the public and 

other key stakeholders. 

2 Introduction 

2.1.1 The Proposed Development would consist of the installation of solar photovoltaic (PV) panels, 

the metal frames they are mounted on, inverters, new build access tracks, underground 

cabling, Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), customer substation, closed-circuit television 

(CCTV) cameras, access gates, a temporary construction compound and associated works. 

The Proposed Development would have a temporary operational period of 40 years. 

2.1.2 The Proposed Development would result in the production of domestically generated clean 

renewable energy, as well as the ability to store excess electricity from either the Proposed 

Development or from the local electrical distribution network. The development would also 

include environmental enhancement works in the form of new hedgerow, scrub and tree 

planting as well as new areas of wildflower meadow planting to achieve a net gain in habitat 

and biodiversity (see the accompanying Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) for further 

information). 

2.1.3 This document reports the relevant policy background, outlines the stakeholder mapping 

undertaken to identify relevant stakeholders to consult with, describes the methods of 

community consultation which have taken place, reporting on the level of community interest 

and the feedback received from the public and other key stakeholders during public 

exhibitions and other engagement. 

3 Planning Policy and Guidance 

3.1.1 Consulting early in the development process provides a comprehensive and transparent 

process through which members of the public and other key stakeholders are not only able to 

learn about the Proposed Development, but also provides opportunity for an Applicant to 

receive feedback which can be a vital tool in the design development process. 



Sunny Oak Renewable Energy Park 

Statement of Community Involvement 

Page - 2 

 

 

 

National Planning Policy Framework 

3.1.2 Such early consultation accords with guidance provided within the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) (2021). Paragraph 39 of the NPPF states: 

 

“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre- 
application discussion enables better coordination between public and private 
resources and improved outcomes for the community”. 

3.1.3 Paragraph 40 then states: 

 
“[Local Planning Authorities] should also, where they think this would be beneficial, 
encourage any applicants who are not already required to do so by law to engage 
with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-statutory 
consultees, before submitting their applications.” 

3.1.4 Paragraph 41 of the NPPF then goes on to state: 

 
“The more issues that can be resolved at pre-application stage, including the need 
to deliver improvements in infrastructure…. the greater the benefits”. 

Isle of Wight Council – Statement of Community Involvement 

3.1.5 The Isle of Wight Council’s (IoWC) Statement of Community Involvement (2015) has five key 

aims for consultation, one of which is to: 

 

“…use a range of consultation methods which are proportionate to the document 
being produced and which will aim to encourage responses”. 

3.1.6 Another aim is to: 

 
“…seek views of interested parties as early as possible to enable them to influence 
the content and the focus of the plan and to identify local issues and opportunities”. 

RCE has adopted a similar approach to seeking early views and inputs from the local 

community surrounding the Proposed Development. 

3.1.7 Paragraph 3.4 goes on to state: 

 
“For applications that are likely to have a significant impact on the wider 
community developers are encourages to engage with the local community before 
submitting the application” 

 

“In particular, the council encourages developers running pre-application 
consultation to: 

 

- Discuss the consultation approach with the council; 

- Inform local people of the details of the scheme and be clear what elements 
can be influenced by making comments; 

- Clearly identify any changes made as a result of comments based on sound 
planning reasons; and 

- Submit a statement with the planning application outlining the community 
involvement that has been carried out, the comments received and any 
changed made as a result.” 
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BRE’s National Solar Centre – Community engagement good practice guidance for Solar 

Farms (2015) 

3.2.1 BRE’s National Solar Centre – Community engagement good practice guidance for solar 

farms (2015) outlines good practice and principles for community engagement in relation to 

solar farms. It sets out the key benefits of community engagement as: 

 

“maintaining a positive reputation for the industry; 

Reducing opposition; 

An opportunity to challenge negative perceptions; 

Addressing concerns (unwarranted concerns can often be allayed by the process 
of talking them through; 

 

Identifying issues developers may have missed; 

Tapping into local knowledge; 

Building a supporter base; 
 

Establishing and maintaining relationships with the community who will be the 
solar farms’ neighbours…; and 

 

Where people are involved and well-informed it may hasten the decision making 
process” 

3.2.2 In addition to the above, RCE recognises that local people can make a valuable contribution to 

proposed developments by offering important local knowledge and raising issues that may not 

have been considered by RCE or its project team. 

3.2.3 Consistent with the advice in the IoWC’s statement on consultation, this document forms a 

statement outlining the community involvement that has been carried out, the comments 

received and any changed made as a result. 

3.2.4 The approach to community consultation as presented in this SCI reflects the IoWC’s advice 

for community consultation. Throughout the pre-application consultation, RCE has: 

• Invited comments at a time when they can inform the process; 

• Provided sufficient information to describe the subject matter of the consultation; 

• Given notice of consultations in advance; 

• Clearly described how to submit comments; 

• Considered the representations received prior to submitting the planning application; and 

• Acknowledged representations that have been received electronically and physically. 

 

4 Community and Stakeholder Mapping 

4.1.1 This section details the key local stakeholders on which RCE focused during the pre- 

application public consultation process. Prior to the start of the consultation, RCE undertook 

desktop research to develop a comprehensive understanding of the key stakeholders to 
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engage with during pre-application public consultation. This research involved identifying local 

stakeholders located around the site of the Proposed Development. 

4.1.2 The stakeholder groups identified included: 

• The local population, consisting of 1,000m from the Indicative Application Boundary (IAB); 

• Local political representatives; and 

• Local community groups/charities. 

 

4.1.3 Figure 1 below shows the 1,000m radius from the IAB, identifying 564 residential properties. 

Within 250m there were 50 residential dwellings, and 141 residential dwellings within 500m. 

Figure 1 – residential properties 
 

4.1.4 Local political representatives included the following: 

• Wootton Bridge Parish Council (WBPC); 

• Newport and Carisbrooke Community Council (NCCC); 

• Havenstreet and Ashey Parish Council; 

• Bob Seely - MP; 

• Vix Lowthion – Green Party; and 
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• Jonathan Bacon - Cabinet Member for Environment, Heritage and Waste Management. 

 

4.1.5 Local community groups/charities included the following: 

• The Footprint Trust; 

• Future Isle of Wight; 

• Wight Community Energy; 

• Isle of Wight Community Pantry Scheme; and 

• Wootton Community Primary School. 

 

5 Overview of Consultation Undertaken 

5.1.1 The pre-application consultation began on 24th March 2022. During the pre-application public 

consultation, a range of communication methods were used to provide information about the 

Proposed Development and ensure that the local community had the opportunity to provide 

their feedback. 

 
Introductory letter to parish councils 

5.1.2 On 24th March 2022, RCE wrote to Wootton Bridge Parish Council and Newport and 

Carisbrooke Community Council (as host areas), as well as Havenstreet and Ashey Parish 

Council as an adjoining Parish Council. They were advised that RCE was in the early stages 

of investigating the potential for a renewable energy park and were given indicative scheme 

details (area, capacity and output), an overview of RCE and intentions for working with the 

community, and were offered the opportunity to meet RCE and be introduced to the proposal 

(this offer was extended to WBPC and NCCC as host areas). Copies of these letters can be 

found at Appendix A. 

 
Introductory letter to Bob Seely - MP 

5.1.3 On 31st March 2022, RCE wrote to Bob Seely MP to introduce themselves and the Proposed 

Development. The letter included indicative scheme details (area, capacity and output) an 

overview of RCE, intentions for working with the community and an offer to meet with RCE. 

Note, at this stage the Proposed Development continued to be refined and developed, 

therefore some indicative scheme details varied between this letter and letters to 

parish/community councils. A copy of this letter can be found at Appendix B. 

 
Project Website 

5.1.4 On the 12th April 2022, a project website was launched at 

www.ridgecleanenergy.com/sunnyoaks, containing information on the project, RCE, and 

contact details for RCE’s project team. 

 
Invitation Mailing for Public Exhibition 

5.1.5 On 12th April 2022, invitations to RCE’s public exhibitions were issued to residential dwellings 

within 1,000m of the IAB, amounting to 564 properties. The invitation contained details on 

RCE, Proposed Development, the dates and times for the two exhibitions and intentions for 

engagement and working with the local community. The invitations were posted to arrive from 

http://www.ridgecleanenergy.com/sunnyoaks
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the 13th April 2022. A copy of the invitation can be found at Appendix C. 

 
Letter to Green Party 

5.1.6 On 12th April 2022, RCE wrote to Vix Lowthion of the Green Party to introduce themselves and 

the Proposed Development. The letter included indicative scheme details (area, capacity and 

output), an overview of RCE, intentions for working with the community, and an offer to meet 

with RCE. A copy of this letter can be found at Appendix D. 

 
Email to Future Isle of Wight, Wight Community Energy and The Footprint Trust 

5.1.7 On the 12th April 2022, RCE emailed ‘Future Isle of Wight’, Wight Community Energy and The 

Footprint Trust to invite representatives of the organisations to the public exhibitions. 

 
Meeting with Chair and Clerk of Wootton Bridge Parish Council 

5.1.8 On the 20th April, members of RCE’s project team met with the chair and clerk of Wootton 

Bridge Parish Council. Indicative maps and plans were discussed, comments provided by the 

local community were relayed to RCE and ideas for community initiatives were considered. 

The tables below outline such comments and initiatives. 

 
Public Exhibitions 

5.1.9 RCE hosted two public exhibitions for the Proposed Development, on the 3rd May 2022 at the 

Riverside Centre (Newport) from 12.00 – 20.00 and on the 4th May at Wootton Bridge 

Community Centre from 11.00 – 18.00. 

5.1.10 The objective of the Public Exhibitions were: 

• Present details of the Proposed Development that were known at the time to the local 
community; 

• Learn from the local community and encourage feedback; and 

• Engage with the community to identify uses for the proposed community benefit fund and to 
identify local community initiatives that RCE could assist with. 

5.1.11 Approximately 77 members of the public attended the exhibitions (45 on the 3rd and 32 on the 

4th). 

5.1.12 Large display boards were set up at the exhibitions providing information relating to: 

• An overview of RCE; 

• Indicative scheme details, including key facts and indicative timeline; 

• An OS map showing distances from the Indicative Application Boundary; 

• Proposed Site Design; 

• Infrastructure; 

• Acoustic, Heritage and Construction; 

• Site Design, Biodiversity and Land Use; 

• Environmental Benefits; 

• Visualisations including screening mitigation; 

• Community Engagement; 
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• Policy and Targets; and 

• RCE’s wider environmental project work, including peatland restoration. 

 

5.1.13 A series of photos were taken from the events showing the information available, which can 

be found in Appendix E. The boards themselves can be found in Appendix F. 

 
Meeting with Project Manager for Isle of Wight Community Pantry Scheme 

5.1.14 On the 17th May, RCE met with the project manager for the Isle of Wight Community Pantry 

Scheme at East Cowes Community Pantry (CP) to learn more about the work undertaken and 

identify opportunities for ongoing support. A teams call was subsequently held on the 25th 

May where tangible opportunities were suggested by the project manager to RCE to support 

the CP in Newport, Ryde and Ventnor. 

 
Meeting with Wootton Community Primary School 

5.1.15 On the 17th May, RCE met the head teacher of the Wootton Community Primary School, to 

introduce RCE and the Proposed Development and identify opportunities for ongoing support. 

 
Letters to local residents 

5.1.16 On the 21st June, RCE posted letters to properties on Whiterails Road, Park Road, 

Briddlesford Road and individual properties near to the proposed battery units and substation, 

informing that the dedicated project website had been updated to include ‘Frequently Asked 

Questions’ resulting from the public exhibitions – an example of this letter is included in 

Appendix G. 

. 

5.1.17 Meeting with Isle of Wight College 

On the 26th July, RCE met with a member of the Marketing team and a member of Curriculum 

and Technical Studies to introduce RCE and the Proposed Development and identify how the 

project could be used to enhance educational opportunities at the college. Liaison remains 

ongoing. 

 

 

6 Feedback and Applicant’s Response 

 
6.1.1 Of the 21 feedback forms received from the exhibition, 85% (18 respondents) were supportive 

of renewable energy, 5% (one respondent) did not support renewable energy, 5% (one 

respondent) was neutral and 5% (one respondent) did not provide a response. 

6.1.2 Table 1 below summarises the responses received on feedback forms and during discussions 

at the exhibitions. Where the same point was raised in both discussions and feedback forms, 

the feedback form comment and answer has been listed. 
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Table 1 – Points raised during public exhibitions 
 

Feedback Format of 
response 

Applicant’s response 

Ecology 

Pleased with focus Feedback Noted. This is a key goal of the Proposed Development, a 
on net zero and form Biodiversity Net Gain assessment has been undertaken and 
increasing  submitted as part of this application demonstrating a 31.46% 
biodiversity.  gain in habitat and 12.62% gain in hedgerow units as a 

  conservative result. See the accompanying EcIA for further 
  information. 

Would you use 
ground/land around 
and under solar 
panels for livestock 
(i.e. sheep/hens). 

Feedback 
form 

Sheep can be used during the operational phase of solar 
projects to manage meadow planting, however in the case of 
the Proposed Development it is anticipated that specialist 
management contactors would be utilised. 

 
Wildlife habitat. 

 
Plantings for wild 
bunds. 

 A Biodiversity Net Gain assessment has been undertaken and 
submitted as part of this application demonstrating a 31.46% 
gain in habitat and 12.62% gain in hedgerow units as a 
conservative result. See the accompanying EcIA for further 
information. 

Important to 
consider 
environmental 
landscape. 

 
Where possible, measures have been implemented as part of 
the iterative design process (see the accompanying Design and 
Access Statement for further information) to reduce potential 
impact on sensitive ecological receptors. Such measures 
include: 

Resist planting of 
horticultural hedging 
(garden) but ensure 
use of rural native 
planting (mixed 
planting) 

  

• Avoiding Root Protection Areas for trees 

• Avoiding impacting hedgerows where possible 

• Maintaining a 15m buffer, which would be planted with 
a native scrub mix, from Ancient Woodland 

  The enhancements proposed have been prepared in 
collaboration between RCE’s Island based qualified ecologists 
and landscape architect, and proposals are sought to enhance 
the landscape character of the local area whilst also 
complimenting the local ecology. See Appendix F of the 
accompanying Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal for 
details of the outline Landscape and Ecological Management 
Plan. 

  
RCE has proposed the use of native planting and would seek to 
utilise local donor meadows for local seed mix. It is 
acknowledged that the proposed Laurels are not a native 
species. However, these are only proposed on a temporary 
basis until the new native planting and existing native 
hedgerows mature and grow over time, at which point they will 
be removed. While they remain in place, they will be 
trimmed to remove immature fruits, thereby preventing seed 
dispersal. See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

  Visual Impact Appraisal for details of the outline Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan. 

Red squirrel 
population – 
encourage. 

Feedback 
form 

The ecological enhancements have been specifically chosen to 
compliment the local ecology, see the accompanying Ecological 
Impact Assessment for further information. 

Mirror what wild 
plants are already in 
fields. 

Feedback 
form 

The ecological enhancements have been specifically chosen to 
compliment the local ecology, and RCE has proposed the use 
of native planting and would seek to utilise local donor 
meadows for local seed mix. See Appendix F of the 
accompanying Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal for 
details of the outline Landscape and Ecological Management 
Plan. 

I would have hoped 
you could find a 
native species rather 
than Laurel for the 
landscape hedge but 
am pleased you will 
be encouraging 
native species 
surrounding it. 

Feedback 
form 

RCE has proposed the use of native planting and would seek to 
utilise local donor meadows for local seed mix. It is 
acknowledged that the proposed Laurels are not a native 
species. However, these are only proposed on a temporary 
basis until the new native planting and existing native 
hedgerows mature and grow over time, at which point they will 
be removed. While they remain in place, they will be trimmed 
to remove immature fruits, thereby preventing seed dispersal. 
See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and Visual 
Impact Appraisal for details of the outline Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan. 

I am concerned that 
skylarks are not 
likely to remain at 
this site because 
they are ground 
nesting birds but I 
can see there is not 
an alternative that 
would suit them in 
these 
circumstances. 

Feedback 
form 

An Ecological Impact Assessment has been undertaken and is 
submitted as part of this application for planning permission. 
Whilst there will be a temporary loss of some suitable bird 
habitat, the enhancements proposed would provide good 
habitat for birds post construction. The Proposed Development 
is unlikely to have a long term significant adverse impact on bird 
species. 

 
Previous studies have shown that skylarks include solar parks 
in their territory, thus the Proposed Development is highly 
unlikely to have a significant negative impact on this species. 

 
See the accompanying Ecological Impact Assessment for 
further information. 

Will lose all wildlife. Feedback 
form 

Land within the Application is currently used for pasture farming 
with occasional crop, planted to feed livestock, thus land cover 
is biologically poor. Hedgerows within the site are heavily 
managed and have been identified as being ‘species poor’. 

 
An Ecological Impact Assessment has been undertaken for the 
Proposed Development, to assess the potential impact on local 
ecology. A Biodiversity Net Gain assessment has been 
undertaken and submitted as part of this application 
demonstrating a 31.46% gain in habitat and 12.62% gain in 
hedgerow units as a conservative result. See the 
accompanying EcIA for further information. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

Ensure wildlife 
corridors are 
maintained and 
enhanced. 

Feedback form Where possible, measures have been implemented as part of 
the iterative design process (see the accompanying Design and 
Access Statement for further information) to reduce potential 
impact on sensitive ecological receptors. Such measures 
include: 

 
• Avoiding Root Protection Areas for trees 

• Avoiding impacting hedgerows where possible 

• Maintaining a15m buffer, which would be planted with 
a native scrub mix, from Ancient Woodland 

 
The enhancements proposed have been prepared in 
collaboration between RCE’s Island based qualified ecologists 
and landscape architect, and proposals are sought to enhance 
the landscape character of the local area whilst also 
complimenting the local ecology. See Appendix F of the 
accompanying Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal for 
details of the outline Landscape and Ecological Management 
Plan. 

 
The Proposed Development aims to strengthen hedgerow and 
wildlife corridors on site. See the accompanying Ecological 
Impact Assessment for further information. 

Planting for wild 
birds is important to 
consider the 
environmental 
landscape 

Exhibition 
discussions 

RCE has proposed the use of native planting and would seek to 
utilise local donor meadows for local seed mix. The ecological 
enhancements have been specifically chosen to compliment the 
local ecology. 

 
See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and Visual 
Impact Appraisal for details of the outline Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan. 

Landscape and Visual Impact 

Pleased to see this 
project is not 
overlooked. 

 
PV does fit with our 
Island landscape. 

Feedback form Noted. 

 
A Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal has been undertaken 
for the Proposed Development and is submitted as part of this 
application for planning permission, which identifies no 
significant landscape effects. The management aims of the 
proposed enhancement items include reinforcing the local 
landscape character. 

 
See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and Visual 
Impact Appraisal for details of the outline Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan. 

We think it’s an 
eyesore. 

Feedback form A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment has been 
undertaken for the Proposed Development and is submitted as 
part of this application for planning permission. The assessment 
identified that through the incorporation of primary mitigation and 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

  enhancement measures there would be no significant effects on 
visual amenity after mitigation planting has matured. 

 
A Residential Visual Amenity Assessment has been prepared 
and submitted as part of the application, which identified that 
there would be no situation where the Proposed Development 
would appear ‘overbearing, overwhelming or oppressive’ to local 
residential properties. 

Impact to views 
across the site 

Exhibition 
discussions 

See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and Visual 
Impact Appraisal for details of the outline Landscape and 
Ecological Management Plan, which has been designed 
specifically to address views across the site from Whiterails 
Road and beyond. 

 
The accompanying Landscape and Visual Appraisal concluded 
no significant effects on visual amenity from the Proposed 
Development. 

Transport and Access 

Concerns raised 
regarding the 
potential use of Park 
Road during the 
construction period. 

Exhibition 
discussions 

RCE listened to comments raised at the exhibition and commits 
to not routing Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) along Park Road 
when delivering site infrastructure during the construction 
phase. 

 
See the accompanying Access Statement for further 
information. 

Would there be 
disruption along 
Whiterails Road 
during construction? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

As with any new development, there would be a temporary 
construction period that would require construction vehicles to 
utilise the local road network and a cable to be trenched across 
the road. During the temporary construction process, 
construction traffic would be managed using standard industry 
management techniques to reduce impacts where possible. 
During operation, solar farms generate minimal traffic (during 
routine maintenance) which is often not noticeable on the road 
network and substantially less than current farming operations. 

 
See the accompanying Access Statement for further 
information. 

How many 
construction vehicles 
would there be? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

If delivery vehicles were averaged out across the 6 month 
construction process, there would be approximately 4 ‘two way’ 
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) movements per day – equating to 
8 daily movements. 

 
See the accompanying Access Statement for further 
information. 

Noise 

Concerns regarding 
potential noise 

Exhibition 
discussions 

An acoustic assessment, undertaken in accordance with 
BS4142: 2014 +A1:2019 – Assessment Principles, BS 
8233:2014 and WHO Criteria has been undertaken and 
submitted as part of this application using absolute noise limits. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

impacts to local 
residents. 

 The assessment concludes that neither residential amenity nor 
business activities would be negatively affected by the 
operational development. See the accompanying acoustic 
assessment for further information. 

Hydrology 

I am worried about 
the run off caused by 
the Scheme. 

Feedback 
form 

A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy has been 
prepared and submitted as part of this application. Due to the 
separation between panels and the ability for rainwater to 
continue to percolate as currently exists, interception, 
evaporation and infiltration will acceptably deal with run off. 
Furthermore the proposed new hedge, tree, scrub and 
wildflower planting will further improve natural uptake. 

 
See the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment for further 
information. 

Concerns regarding 
the potential impact 
to flood risk in the 
area. 

Exhibition 
discussions 

A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy has been 
prepared and submitted as part of this application. The majority 
of the site lies in Flood Zone 1 which is not at risk of flooding. 
Where limited areas of the Proposed Development interact with 
Flood Zones 2 and 3, impacts have been ameliorated through 
the design of the scheme (a freeboard between flood levels and 
panel hights). Solar panel frames would not reduce the ability 
of land to store flood water, and examples exist of where such 
schemes have been successfully located in land prone to 
flooding. 

 
See the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment for further 
information. 

Would new access 
tracks affect the flood 
surrounding flood 
regime? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

New access and maintenance tracks would be permeable and 
would not affect flood regime. 

 
See the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment for further 
information. 

Arboriculture 

Concerns regarding 
potential for the solar 
panels to alter the 
local wind regime, 
increasing stress to 
local trees. 

Exhibition 
discussions 

An Arboricultural Impact Assessment in accordance with 
BS5837 has been carried out for the proposed development, 
the author of which has conducted research into this and has 
found no peer reviewed, credible or documented examples of 
such damage occurring. 

 
See the accompanying Arboricultural Impact Assessment for 
further information. 

Concerns regarding 
impacts to Root 
Protection Areas. 

Exhibition 
discussions 

Trees and their root protection areas have heavily influenced 
the site layout, with impacts being avoided wherever possible. 

 
See the accompanying Arboricultural Impact Assessment for 
further information. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

I am concerned 
about distance 
between Proposed 
Development and 
Ancient Woodland. 

Feedback 
form 

In accordance with government guidance, a 15m buffer strip 
has been retained between the proposed infrastructure and 
Ancient Woodland. 

 
Further detail can be found within the accompanying 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment and the Design and Access 
Statement. 

Glint and Glare 

Concerns regarding 
the potential for Glint 
and Glare 

Exhibition 
discussions 

A Glint and Glare assessment has been carried out and 
considers the potential impacts on ground-based receptors 
such as roads, rail and residential dwellings as well as aviation 
assets. The impacts of glint and glare and their effects on local 
receptors has been analysed in detail. Once mitigation 
measures have been introduced there is predicted to be no 
effect to aviation, rail or road receptors. In terms of impact to 
residential receptors, impacts are low to three receptors and 
non to all remaining receptors. 

 
See the accompanying Glint and Glare assessment for further 
information. 

Agricultural Land 

Pleased to see this 
project is….on less 
favourable agricultural 
land (Grade 3-4). 

Feedback 
form 

The accompanying Agricultural Land Classification report has 
assessed land at the Proposed Development as Grade 3b or 
lower. 

Farmland should be 
protected. 

Exhibition 
discussions 

The Proposed Development would not remove land currently 
used to produce crops for human consumption, and is located 
on land assessed as being Grade 3b or lower which is not Best 
and Most Versatile. The Proposed Development would 
diversify and secure the future of a strategically important dairy 
farm. 

 
See the accompanying ALC report for further information. 

Would the development 
compact soils? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

Due to the standard methodologies employed, it is not 
considered that there would be material impact from ground 
compaction due to the construction process. 

 
See the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment for further 
information. 

General comments 

[I] was impressed by 
the knowledge of your 
representatives and 
found the presentation 
very informative. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

‘Community’ be less 
focussed on Wootton, 
on the Isle of Wight we 
see the whole Island as 
the community. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

Buy British! Seek UK 
based manufacturers. 
Encourage local 
manufacturing. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

What advantages will 
this give to local 
residents? 

Feedback 
form 

The Applicant will provide a community benefit fund of £500 per 
megawatt of capacity annually. With a capacity of 20MW, this 
would equate to £10,000 annually. 

 
RCE has sought views from the community as to how the fund 
could be utilised to best effect. 

What will the impact be 
on property value in the 
immediate area? 

Feedback 
form 

Property value is subjective and can be affected by a range of 

factors. There is no firm evidence on whether UK solar farms do 

or do not affect house prices. 

 
Potential impact on local properties, in terms of noise, visibility 
and glint and glare, have been assessed as part of the 
preparation of this planning application and RCE is proposing 
peripheral screening hedging as part of the Proposed 
Development. 

 
RCE is proposing a community benefit fund, part of which could 
be utilised to conduct energy audits of local properties (with the 
effect of reducing energy demand and thus energy bills), or a 
rebate to local properties. 

This is the way forward 
and a need. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

I have no objection we 
all need to move 
forward. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

Brilliant idea Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

I would be in favour of 
this development if I 
lived in the area. 

 
I attended this 
exhibition because I am 
interested in the 
development of storage 
of renewable energy. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

It would be good to see 
some use made of the 
wind on the Island i.e. 
wind turbines 

Feedback 
form 

Noted – wind energy does not form part of this application. 

Really supporting of 
renewable energy 
development. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

Agree that this location 
is well suited. 

  

Good plan – 
considerate thinking 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

It looks like a well 
thought out 
development to make 
good use of the fields to 
provide clean 
renewable energy. 

 
Good luck with the 
planning application. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

Worth doing. Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

Current studies and 
assessments are 
lacking. 

Don’t develop this area. 

Very against. 

Feedback 
form 

At the time of the public exhibition, assessments (as well as 
scheme design) was in progress. The purpose of the exhibition 
was to inform the community of the proposed development and 
to learn about the local area and community, thus assessments 
were at the correct and proportionate stage for the 
development. 

Concern is access and 
noise but mitigation by 
current plan and site 
boundary. 

 
Our house would not 
stand if adjacent gate 
were used, very shallow 
foundations. 

 
As presented, all looks 
OK. 

 
Not sure it does 
[provide benefit to local 
community], a business 
to earn money. 
Planting, seeding and 
hedges proposed 
provide best mitigation. 

Feedback 
form 

Noted. 

Although renewable 
energy is important, 
this development is 
in the wrong place. 

Feedback 
form 

The adjacent and existing substation off Whiterails provides 
RCE with access to the (at the time of writing), the Island’s last 
available grid capacity. Given that the site has strategically 
been located on land in close proximity to this substation 
(requiring a shorter route to the point of connection), and as the 
Proposed Development has been designed to focus on not Best 
and Most Versatile land which less favoured for pasture 
farming, RCE considers the Proposed Development to be an 
excellent and wholly viable location for such a development. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

Is the ‘Community 
Grant’ index linked? 

Feedback 
form 

The community benefit fund would be index linked. 

We think [it could] 
devalue property. 

Feedback 
form 

Property value is subjective and can be influenced by a range of 
factors. There is no firm evidence that RCE is aware of as to 
whether UK solar farms do, or do not affect house prices. 

 
Potential impact on local properties, in terms of noise, visibility 
and glint and glare, have been assessed as part of the 
preparation of this planning application and RCE is proposing 
peripheral screening hedging as part of the Proposed 
Development. 

 
The Applicant is proposing a community benefit fund, part of 
which could be utilised to conduct energy audits of local 
properties (with the effect of reducing energy demand and thus 
energy bills), or a rebate to local properties. 

Is an Environmental 
Impact Assessment 
being prepared for 
the Application? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

In February 2022, RCE submitted a request for an EIA 
Screening Opinion to the Isle of Wight Council (IOWC). In 
March 2022, the IOWC responded confirming that an EIA was 
not required for the Proposed Development. 

How much concrete 
is being used in the 
construction 
process? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

Some concrete is required for foundations at the new 
substation, but this is very localised. Furthermore, some solar 
panel frames will be constructed on concrete basis where they 
are located within 15m of the existing Southern Gas Network 
pipelines to comply with cathodic protection distances. 

Where would the 
solar panels be 
manufactured? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

There has been some media attention about the development 
of solar panels in certain countries, however more and more 
panels are now being manufactured in countries like Germany, 
America and Canada. A commercial decision would be made 
as to the source of the panels for the Sunny Oaks Renewable 
Energy Park if planning permission is granted. Ridge Clean 
Energy is not tied to any particular manufacturer. 

How high would the 
solar panels be? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

The solar panels would range from 90cm at their lowest point, 
to up to 3m at their highest point. 

Why is the 

operational period 
35-40 years? 

Exhibition 

discussions 

Placing a backstop date on any permission allows the Isle of 
Wight Council to maintain control over any non-agricultural use 
of the land. In addition, technology in general could look very 
different in 35-40 years time, so it’s only right that the land isn’t 
left for solar generation in perpetuity. 

What options are 
there once the 
operational period 
expires? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

If planning consent is granted, it would be accompanied by a 
set of planning conditions one of which would stipulate that the 
development must be decommissioned. After this time, the 
landowner would be free to return the land to agricultural use. If 
anything else were to happen to the land, it would require a new 
planning permission at that point in time. 

How often do solar 
panels, or battery 
units need to be 
replaced? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

Solar panels are robust and would generally last for the 
operational period of the development. The battery units would 
likely be replaced every decade. 
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Feedback Format of 

response 
Applicant’s response 

If more advanced 
solar technology 
comes along during 
the operation period, 
would you consider 
swapping out 
equipment? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

One of the planning conditions accompanying any planning 
permission would likely set the dimensions and overall heights 
of the development. If new technology becomes available 
during the operational period, and it fits within the stipulated 
dimensions from the initial planning permission, yes it could 
considered to use the new technology if it would improve the 
amount of electricity generation on the site and be cost effective 
to do so. 

Would power from 
the solar farm 
provide a direct 
supply of energy to 
the community? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

The electricity generated by the Sunny Oaks Renewable 
Energy Park would feed directly into the local electricity 
distribution network. There may be times when this electricity is 
distributed to the local area, or it may be used more widely. 
However, there would not be a direct connection from the site to 
the local community. 

Are there any 
hazardous materials 
associated with the 
proposed battery 
units? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

The battery storage containers are sealed units with appropriate 
prevention measures in place to prevent, and if necessary 
contain, any leaks. They would also be placed on 
hardstandings to act as another barrier to reduce the possibility 
of any leakages. 

Can solar panels be 
recycled? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

More than 90% of each solar panel can be recycled, returning 
the valuable component parts back into the circular economy. 

What is the carbon 
payback time for 
solar panels? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

A solar farm will pay back its ‘carbon debt’ within anywhere 
between 2 and 6 years (depending on the site). The lifetime of 
the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park is proposed to be 40 
years. 

Who was invited to 
your public 
exhibitions? 

Exhibition 
discussions 

We wrote to registered addresses within 1km of our Indicative 
Application Boundary, amounting to 564 letters which were 
posted to arrive in mid-April 2022. 

In advance of the exhibitions, we were made aware that some 
properties along Park Road had not received the invitation, 
despite them having been on our mailing list. Accordingly, RCE 
hand delivered additional exhibition invitations to properties 
along Whiterails Road and those facing the site along Park 
Road. 

 
 
 

Table 2 – Feedback received during liaison with Parish Councils 
 

Feedback Applicant’s response 

What will the effect of surface water run-off 
be to Fattingpark Copse? 

A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy has 
been prepared and submitted as part of this 
application. Due to the separation between panels 
and the ability for rainwater to continue to percolate as 
currently exists, interception, evaporation and 
infiltration will acceptably deal with run off. 
Furthermore the proposed new hedge, tree, scrub and 
wildflower planting will further improve natural uptake. 
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See the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment for 
further information. 

What will the noise impacts from the 
scheme be to Fattingpark Copse? 

An acoustic assessment, undertaken in accordance 
with BS4142: 2014 +A1:2019 – Assessment 
Principles, BS 8233:2014 and WHO Criteria has been 
undertaken and submitted as part of this application 
using absolute noise limits. The assessment 
concludes that neither residential amenity nor 
business activities (including at Fattingpark Copse) 
would be negatively affected by the operational 
development. See the accompanying acoustic 
assessment for further information. 

Place trees rather than scrub within the 
15m Ancient Woodland buffer. 

The tree constraints plan report recommends land 
uses for the buffer zone that are taken from the 
current Government guidance provided by Natural 
England and the Forestry Commission, and this 
guidance does not include the planting of trees. It 
would be difficult to establish trees in such close 
proximity to an established woodland as a result of 
competition for light, space, water and nutrients from 
the existing trees in the woodland. 

 
The planting of shrub and scrub species will create a 
rising woodland edge between the open fields and the 
woodland that is much wider than is currently the 
case. This rising edge will contain many ecotones of 
different habitats that will create a more rich and 
diverse biodiversity and biodensity across the width of 
the buffer zone than is currently the case. Therefore, 
the current planting advice will achieve the best 
ecological benefits and use of the buffer zone. 

 
See the accompanying Arboricultural Implications 
Assessment for further information. 

Could you create a footpath/cycleway 
behind properties along Park Road to allow 
off road access between the Cycleway 
north of the site and the bus stops on 
Whiterails Road? 

This is an option which RCE is considering, along with 
other suggestions for the use of the community benefit 
fund. Such a use would however would require the 
agreement of all properties along Park Road. 

Could you place more drop curbs within 
Wootton Bridge? 

This is an option which RCE is considering, along with 
other suggestions for the use of the community benefit 
fund. 

Could you install a new path at the 
recreation ground? 

RCE understands that such a path has already been 
installed. 

Could you assist with a new Pelican 
Crossing at the bridge in Wootton Bridge? 

This is an option which RCE is considering, along with 
other suggestions for the use of the community benefit 
fund. 

Make sure the site is screened. RCE has proposed periphery screening planting along 
Whiterails Road and along the north eastern boundary 
of the Proposed Development. 
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See the accompanying Landscape and Visual Impact 
Appraisal for further information. 

Is 20MW the total energy produced? No, 20MW is the ‘installed capacity’ of the 
development, which is anticipated to generate over 
19,000 MWh annually which is the equivalent energy 
use of approximately 5,150 Island homes (equating to 
approximately 8% of homes of the Island when 
considered against the 2011 census). 

Can animals feed amongst the panels? Sheep can be used during the operational phase of 
solar projects to manage wildflower meadow planting, 
however in the case of the Proposed Development it 
is anticipated that specialist management contactors 
would be utilised. 

Would construction take place during the 
busy holiday season? 

RCE is not able to confirm exact dates for construction 
at this stage of development. 

Do solar panels need to be washed? Natural rain washes solar panels well, however the 
panels would be professionally cleaned using purified 
water on an ‘as needed’ basis – likely twice a year. 
See the accompanying Planning Statement for further 
information. 

What would the security measures be at 
the operational site? 

Security fencing and CCTV equipment would be 
installed. See the accompanying Planning Statement 
for further information. 

Why were no exhibition invitations 
distributed to two specific properties along 
Briddlesford Road? 

RCE confirms that the properties in question were 
included in the list of addressed written to within 
1,000m of the Application Boundary. 

Who has control of the community fund? RCE has requested comments from the community 
and Wootton Bridge Parish Council as to how they 
see the fund being managed to best effect within their 
community and is willing to work with representatives 
of the community to achieve a suitable outcome. 

Suggest contacting Quarr Abbey regarding 
maintenance of bee hives on site 

Noted, RCE will consider contacting Quarr Abbey at 
the required time. 

 

Table 3 – Other feedback 
 

Feedback Applicant’s response 

Arboriculture 

Will the Proposed Development affect the 
wind regime and cause a detrimental effect 
to trees, especially at Fattingpark Copse? 

An Arboricultural Impact Assessment in accordance 
with BS5837 has been carried out for the proposed 
development, the author of which has conducted 
research into this and has found no peer reviewed, 
credible or documented examples of such damage 
occurring. 

 
See the accompanying Arboricultural Impact 
Assessment for further information. 

Noise 
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Will noise impacts occur at Fattingpark 
Copse? 

An acoustic assessment, undertaken in accordance 
with BS4142: 2014 +A1:2019 – Assessment 
Principles, BS 8233:2014 and WHO Criteria has been 
undertaken and submitted as part of this application 
using absolute noise limits. The assessment 
concludes that neither residential amenity nor 
business activities (including at Fattingpark Copse) 
would be negatively affected by the operational 
development. See the accompanying acoustic 
assessment for further information. 

Agricultural land 

Farmland should be protected. The Proposed Development would not remove land 
currently used to produce crops for human 
consumption, and is located on land assessed as 
being grade 3B or lower which is not Best and Most 
Versatile. In fact, it would diversify and secure the 
future of a strategically important dairy farm. 

 
See the accompanying ALC report for further 
information. 

Hydrology 

Will the Proposed Development result in 

increased surface water runoff (or polluted 
water) and affect Fattingpark Copse? 

A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy has 
been prepared and submitted as part of this 
application. Due to the separation between panels 
and the ability for rainwater to continue to percolate as 
currently exists, interception, evaporation and 
infiltration will acceptably deal with run off. 
Furthermore the proposed new hedge, tree, scrub and 
wildflower planting will further improve natural uptake. 

 
Water used to clean the panels is purified to remove 
things like bacteria, grit or limescale to prevent 
damaging the panels, there is no environmental harm 
from this process and specialist organisations would 
comply with ISO 14001. 

 
See the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment for 
further information. 

Will the Proposed Development increase 
flood risk at Fattingpark Copse? 

The Proposed Development would not increase flood 
risk at Fattingpark Copse, see the accompanying 
Flood Risk Assessment for further information. 

Will the development increase flood risk 
upstream (south) from Whiterails Road? 

The Proposed Development would not increase flood 
risk, see the accompanying Flood Risk Assessment 
for further information. 

Health 

Concern about health impacts to humans 
from BESS 

The batteries are self-contained and sealed units 
which a remotely monitored. RCE is not aware of any 
health implications to humans, and no units at the 
Proposed Development are located in immediate 
proximity to residential dwellings. 
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Concern about health impacts to dogs from 
BESS 

The batteries are self-contained and sealed units 
which a remotely monitored. RCE is not aware of any 
health implications to dogs. 

Ecology 

Impact to wildlife in the area Land within the Application is currently used for 
pasture farming with occasional crop, planted to feed 
livestock, thus land cover is biologically poor. 
Hedgerows within the site are heavily managed and 
have been identified as being ‘species poor’. 

 
An Ecological Impact Assessment has been 
undertaken for the Proposed Development, to assess 
the potential impact on local ecology. A Biodiversity 
Net Gain assessment has been undertaken and 
submitted as part of this application demonstrating a 
31.46% gain in habitat and 12.62% gain in hedgerow 
units as a conservative result. See the accompanying 
Ecological Impact Assessment for further information. 

How is the solar farm managed for 
biodiversity, eg. will herbicides be used? 
Will there be goals for increasing key 
species? 

An Ecological Impact Assessment has been 
undertaken for the Proposed Development, to assess 
the potential impact on local ecology. A Biodiversity 
Net Gain assessment has been undertaken and 
submitted as part of this application demonstrating a 
31.46% gain in habitat and 12.62% gain in hedgerow 
units as a conservative result. See the accompanying 
EcIA for further information. 

See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and 
Visual Impact Appraisal for details of the outline 
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan. 

Where will the wildflower seed mixes come 
from? 

Local donor meadows in proximity to the Sunny Oaks 
Renewable Energy Park will be utilised. 

Will cleaning of the panels introduce 
chemicals into the ecosystem? 

Water is purified to remove things like bacteria and 
dissolved organic material to avoid encouraging 
lichen/moss or limescale to grow on panels, as well as 
dirt and grit to avoid scratching panels. Solar panels 
are cleaned using such a method across the country, 
and specialist management teams are regulated by 
ISO 14001 certification. 

Glint and Glare 

Concerns raised regarding lunar glare Lunar glare is an insignificant effect owing to the fact 
that it is about 400,000 times fainter than the sun. 

General 

Concern raised regarding impact to a local 
business from being ‘surrounded’ by the 
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 

Subsequent to this comment being raised, RCE has 
liaised with the property in question to explain that the 
battery units would not surround the property. 

Potential devaluation of property prices Property value is subjective and can be influenced by 
a range of factors. There is no firm evidence that 
RCE is aware of as to whether UK solar farms do, or 
do not affect house prices. 

Why have I not been contacted about your 
public exhibitions? 

RCE posted invitations to the public exhibitions to all 
registered properties within 1,000m of the Indicative 
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 Application Boundary. Subsequent to learning that 

some properties along Park Road had not received 
invitations, RCE manually posted additional invitations 
to all ‘site facing’ properties along Park Road and 
Whiterails Road in advance of the exhibitions. 

Community consultation – is this just 
consultation or will the community benefit 
in financial ways? 

The Applicant will provide a community benefit fund of 
£500 per megawatt of capacity annually. With a 
capacity of 20MW, this would equate to £10,000 
annually. 

Do you have documents that outline 
grievance procedures and harm reduction 
protocols? 

During construction and operation, there would be a 
dedicated and named contact for the community to 
liaise with should it be necessary. See the 
accompanying Outline Construction Environmental 
Management Plan for further information. 

The population of Wootton is approximately 
3500 which is well below the number of 
homes that the solar farm will supply. 
Would there be a significant reduction in 
their electricity costs as part compensation 
for the destruction of the local 
environment? 

Energy produced by the Proposed Development 
would be fed into the Local Distribution Network. 

 
The Applicant will provide a community benefit fund of 
£500 per megawatt of capacity annually. With a 
capacity of 20MW, this would equate to £10,000 
annually. 

 
The community benefit fund could, in part, be utilised 
to conduct energy audits of local properties (with the 
effect of reducing energy demand and thus energy 
bills), or a rebate to local properties. 

What percentage of the total profits go into 
repair and upkeep, community 
improvement or kept as profit by the 
company? 

The community fund is a set amount per MW of 
capacity rather than % of profit. 

Are the community support projects 
financially supported throughout this time 
or only as part of the initial project as a sort 
of bribe to gain local acceptance? 

The community benefit package would provide a 
reliable annual amount of capital from which local 
community initiatives could benefit for the lifetime of 
the Proposed Development. 

 

Table 4 and 5 below summarise the community suggestions that were received from the 

public exhibitions, feedback forms and wider community liaison. Table 4 identify opportunities 

that the Applicant commits to delivering. Table 5 identifies wider opportunities that the 

Applicant continues to explore the possibility of incorporating. 

 

 
Table 4 – Suggestions raised during public exhibitions (collated from feedback forms and 

discussions) – that the Applicant will deliver (linked to the application for the Proposed 

Development) 
 

Suggestion raised Source of 
response 

Applicant’s response/deliverability 

Providing local reliable 
renewable energy and 
giving back funds to the 

Feedback form In the event that the Proposed Development receives 
planning approval, the Applicant will provide a 
community benefit fund of £500 per MW of installed 
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local (Isle of Wight) 
community 

 capacity per annum to the community. See Table 5 for 
possibilities as to how the fund could be utilised. 

Re wilding side effect. 

 
Promotion of economic and 
ecological benefits. 

Feedback form In the event that the Proposed Development receives 
planning approval, the Applicant will provide a 
community benefit fund of £500 per MW of installed 
capacity per annum to the community. 

 
A Biodiversity Net Gain assessment has been 
undertaken and submitted as part of this application 
demonstrating a 31.46% gain in habitat and 12.62% 
gain in hedgerow units as a conservative result. See 
the accompanying EcIA for further information. 

See Appendix F of the accompanying Landscape and 
Visual Impact Appraisal for details of the outline 
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan. A 
detailed Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 
will be secured via way of planning condition. 

 
 

Table 5 – The Applicant continues to explore the possibility of incorporating wider benefits as 

per suggestions raised during consultation. 
 

Suggestion raised Source of 
response 

Applicant’s response 

Community education on 
the value of renewable 
energy. 

 
Maybe talk to Wootton 
School’s headteacher – 
school based green 
projects. 

 
Perhaps neighbouring 
properties could benefit by 
having some reduced 
power costs. 

Feedback form RCE has contacted and met with the headteacher of 
Wootton Community Primary School to begin 
developing a relationship focussed on green initiatives. 

 
RCE is intending to contact Medina College (Newport) 
to see if assistance regarding renewable energy within 
the new Agriculture GCSE would be welcomed. 

 
RCE has contacted and spoken with the Isle of Wight 
College to identify how RCE might become involved in 
terms of hosting field trips and supporting training 
regarding renewable technologies. 

 
RCE intends to enhance the existing educational 
opportunities utilised by school groups at Briddlesford 
Lodge Farm. If the Application is approved, relevant 
educational material will be provided to support the 
ongoing school group visits regarding the development 
and renewable energy. 

 
Part of the community benefit fund could be used for a 
rebate to local properties. 

Fighting fuel and food 
poverty 

Feedback form RCE has met with the connect4communities project 
manager who is co-ordinating the Community Pantries 
on the island to seek opportunities in which to support. 
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  RCE has met with The Footprint Trust to identify areas 

of need on the island. 

By making a discount to 
local energy prices! 

Feedback form RCE is considering how this might/could be 
implemented with regard to neighbouring properties. 
Part of the community benefits fund could be utilised to 
achieve this option. 

Use the ‘Green Gym’ to 
sow wildflower mix 

Exhibition 
discussions 

RCE will contact the ‘Green Gym’ group if this is 
possible at the relevant time. 

Give solar panels to local 
schools and community 
spaces 

Feedback form RCE is considering helping to access funding by 
completing grant applications for solar panels for local 
community buildings such as Wootton Community 
Centre 

Energy efficiency for local 
area which benefits all not 
just industrial commercial 
use. 

Feedback form RCE has spoken with Future Isle of Wight regarding 
the possibility of energy audits to neighbouring homes 
with a view to help residents heat and insulate their 
homes more efficiently, saving money and reducing 
CO2. 

Support of local community 
groups 

Feedback form RCE has responded to this question via other 
responses within Table 5. 

Provision of cycle and 
scooter parking/shelter at 
Wootton Bridge Community 
School 

Direct Liaison RCE is considering the potential to support such an 
initiative. Match funding of a sponsored school event 
has been suggested to the headteacher to help raise 
funds for a cycle/scooter shelter. 

 
 
 

7 Conclusion 

7.1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has provided an overview of the engagement 

and consultation activities that have been, and continue to be, undertaken by RCE for the 

Proposed Development. 

7.1.2 RCE has undertaken a comprehensive pre-application engagement programme in order to 

proactively inform and engage with the local community and key stakeholders. This process 

has allowed RCE to identify and respond to local issues and potential concerns. Of the issues 

raised during the consultation, issues relating to visual impact, ecology, hydrology and traffic 

were of particular importance to the community. Constructive comments on these topics have 

been taken into consideration by RCE and their technical consultancy team. 

7.1.3 RCE will continue the open dialogue it has established with the local community during pre- 

application consultation as the application process continues. RCE continues to strive to build 

trust and relationships with the community and is already progressing a number of initiatives 

as identified in this report. 



 

 

 



 

 

Noah’s Ark, 
Market Street, 
Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire, 
OX7 3PL 

01608 819253 
energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 
www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

 
 
 

 

Cllr Daryll Pitcher (Chair) 

Wootton Bridge Parish Council 

5, Joannes Walk 

Brannon Way 

Wootton Bridge 

Isle of Wight PO33 4NX 

 
 

 
clerk@woottonbridge.org.uk 

 
24th March 2022 

 

Dear Cllr Pitcher 

 
Ridge Clean Energy (RCE) are in the early stages of investigating the potential for a renewable energy park on 

privately owned farmland near Wootton Common.  The Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park would consist of a 

solar array with Battery Energy Storage (BESS) with a total site area of approximately 37 hectares (the solar panels 

covering approximately 25ha north of Whiterails Road). We are undertaking extensive environmental and technical 

work to better understand the locality and community, the potential impacts from the scheme and how these 

could be lessened where possible. Such ongoing work, alongside consultation with various stakeholders, will inform 

the design. The environmental survey work we are undertaking will allow our project to not only contribute to 

local biodiversity targets, but enhance the surrounding environment such that it will be in a stronger and healthier 

state as a result of our work. 

 
If constructed, the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park could deliver approximately 20MW of carbon free, Island 

generated renewable energy. Based on predicted solar irradiance levels for this site, the 20MW solar array would 

be capable of generating 22,425MWh per annum, which is capable of powering up to 5,571 Isle of Wight homes 

every year for its proposed temporary 40-year operational lifespan. This clean energy project supports the UK 

Government’s path to a net zero economy by 2050, as well as the Prime Minister’s recent commitment to have 

Britain’s homes and businesses powered by affordable, clean and secure electricity by 2035. 

 
The team at RCE have developed, constructed and operated renewable energy projects in the UK since 2003. As 

an industry leading developer, we seek to engage with local communities and councils at an early stage. Specifically, 

we are keen to assist, identify funds and invest in local initiatives. We aim to give a boost to existing projects or 

initiate ideas into becoming reality, in order to improve the daily lives of those living in the vicinity of our clean 

energy sites. 
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RCE are committed to developing renewable energy projects and supplying clean energy to homes and businesses 

throughout the UK. More information can be found here. 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet and introduce the proposed plans for Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy 

Park and look forward to hearing from the council and your community. In the meantime, please find enclosed a 

plan showing the proposed location and indicative site area for the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park, as well as 

the local parish boundaries for your reference. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jonny Murphy 

Project Manager 

sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com 

 

 
Enclosed: 

 
• Site Location Plan 

mailto:sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com


 

 

Noah’s Ark, 
Market Street, 
Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire, 
OX7 3PL 

01608 819253 
energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 
www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

 
 
 

 

Cllr Geoff Brodie (Chair) 

Newport and Carisbrooke Community Council 

Granary Court 

128, Pyle Street 

Newport 

Isle of Wight PO30 1JW 

 
 

 
clerk@newportwight.org.uk 

 
24th March 2022 

 

Dear Cllr Brodie 

 
Ridge Clean Energy (RCE) are in the early stages of investigating the potential for a renewable energy park on 

privately owned farmland near Wootton Common.  The Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park would consist of a 

solar array with Battery Energy Storage (BESS) with a total site area of approximately 37 hectares (the solar panels 

covering approximately 25ha north of Whiterails Road). We are undertaking extensive environmental and technical 

work to better understand the locality and community, the potential impacts from the scheme and how these 

could be lessened where possible. Such ongoing work, alongside consultation with various stakeholders, will inform 

the design. The environmental survey work we are undertaking will allow our project to not only contribute to 

local biodiversity targets, but enhance the surrounding environment such that it will be in a stronger and healthier 

state as a result of our work. 

 
If constructed, the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park could deliver approximately 20MW of carbon free, Island 

generated renewable energy. Based on predicted solar irradiance levels for this site, the 20MW solar array would 

be capable of generating 22,425MWh per annum, which is capable of powering up to 5,571 Isle of Wight homes 

every year for its proposed temporary 40-year operational lifespan. This clean energy project supports the UK 

Government’s path to a net zero economy by 2050, as well as the Prime Minister’s recent commitment to have 

Britain’s homes and businesses powered by affordable, clean and secure electricity by 2035. 

 
The team at RCE have developed, constructed and operated renewable energy projects in the UK since 2003. As 

an industry leading developer, we seek to engage with local communities and councils at an early stage. Specifically, 

we are keen to assist, identify funds and invest in local initiatives. We aim to give a boost to existing projects or 

initiate ideas into becoming reality, in order to improve the daily lives of those living in the vicinity of our clean 

energy sites. 
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RCE are committed to developing renewable energy projects and supplying clean energy to homes and businesses 

throughout the UK. More information can be found here. 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet and introduce the proposed plans for Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy 

Park and look forward to hearing from the council and your community. In the meantime, please find enclosed a 

plan showing the proposed location and indicative site area for the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park, as well as 

the local parish boundaries for your reference. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jonny Murphy 

Project Manager 

sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com 

 
Enclosed: 

 
• Site Location Plan 

mailto:sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com


 

 

Noah’s Ark, 
Market Street, 
Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire, 
OX7 3PL 

01608 819253 
energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 
www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

 

 

Cllr Veronica Hattersley (Chair) 

Havenstreet and Ashey Parish Council 

2, Maida Vale Road 

Shanklin 

Isle of Wight PO37 7BD 

 
 

clerk@havenstreetandasheypc.co.uk 

 
24th March 2022 

 

Dear Cllr Hattersley 

 
Ridge Clean Energy (RCE) are in the early stages of investigating the potential for a renewable energy park on 

privately owned farmland near Wootton Common.  The Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park would consist of a 

solar array with Battery Energy Storage (BESS) with a total site area of approximately 37 hectares (the solar panels 

covering approximately 25ha north of Whiterails Road). We are undertaking extensive environmental and technical 

work to better understand the locality and community, the potential impacts from the scheme and how these 

could be lessened where possible. Such ongoing work, alongside consultation with various stakeholders, will inform 

the design. The environmental survey work we are undertaking will allow our project to not only contribute to 

local biodiversity targets, but enhance the surrounding environment such that it will be in a stronger and healthier 

state as a result of our work. 

 
If constructed, the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park could deliver approximately 20MW of carbon free, Island 

generated renewable energy. Based on predicted solar irradiance levels for this site, the 20MW solar array would 

be capable of generating 22,425MWh per annum, which is capable of powering up to 5,571 Isle of Wight homes 

every year for its proposed temporary 40-year operational lifespan. This clean energy project supports the UK 

Government’s path to a net zero economy by 2050, as well as the Prime Minister’s recent commitment to have 

Britain’s homes and businesses powered by affordable, clean and secure electricity by 2035. 

 
The team at RCE have developed, constructed and operated renewable energy projects in the UK since 2003. As 

an industry leading developer, we seek to engage with local communities and councils at an early stage. Specifically, 

we are keen to assist, identify funds and invest in local initiatives. We aim to give a boost to existing projects or 

initiate ideas into becoming reality, in order to improve the daily lives of those living in the vicinity of our clean 

energy sites. 

 
RCE are committed to developing renewable energy projects and supplying clean energy to homes and businesses 

throughout the UK. More information can be found here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ridge Clean Energy is registered in England No. 08830217 
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Please find enclosed a plan showing the proposed location and indicative site area for the Sunny Oaks Renewable 

Energy Park, as well as the local parish boundaries for your reference. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jonny Murphy 

Project Manager 

sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com 

 
Enclosed: 

 
• Site Location Plan 

mailto:sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com


 

 

 



 

 

Noah’s Ark, 
Market Street, 
Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire, 
OX7 3PL 

01608 819253 
energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 
www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

 

Bob Seely MBE MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

 

Thursday, 31st March 2022 

 

Dear Mr. Seely, 

 
I write to introduce Ridge Clean Energy (RCE) and our proposed renewable energy project, Sunny Oaks Renewable 

Energy Park, located between Newport and Ryde in your constituency. 

Our team at RCE began developing, constructing and operating renewable energy projects across the UK in 2003, 

with our solar and wind projects producing secure, low-cost, renewable energy for the UK. 

 
We are exploring the potential for a renewable energy park of approximately 37 hectares, consisting of a solar 

array with a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). The site sits conveniently adjacent to Wootton Common 

substation on land owned by a private dairy farmer, who is an active member of the local community and wishes 

to diversify his estate whilst contributing to Island decarbonisation efforts. 

If successful, Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park would expect to deliver up to 25MW of homegrown, renewable 

energy, and the project would contribute significantly to the Isle of Wight Council’s pledge to achieve net zero 

carbon emissions as a whole island community by 2040. 

Based on predicted solar irradiance levels for this site, the 25MW solar array is capable of generating 28,032MWh 

per annum, which is capable of powering up to 6,964 Isle of Wight homes every year for its proposed 40-year 

lifespan. At the end of its operational period, the site would be fully decommissioned and returned to its original 

land-use availability, with the added benefit of increased organic soil carbon content, biodiversity and improvements 

to the local environment. 

 
As an industry-leading developer, we engage with local communities and councils at an early stage . We are keen 

to identify local initiatives for which our expertise and seed capital may be useful , partnering with the community 

to answer local needs. The individuals that make up the RCE team have significant experience of delivering 

community projects, and are looking forward to working with local people in achieving net zero communiti es. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and answer any questions you may have about us or our 

proposed plans. Please contact our Government Relations Lead, Betsy, at bglasgow@theridgegroup.com for further 

information, and we look forward to hearing from you and your community. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jonny Murphy 

Project Manager 

 

Ridge Clean Energy is registered in England No. 08830217 
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Community Support 

As an industry-leading developer, we engage with local 

communities and councils at an early stage. Specifically, we 

are keen to identify local initiatives for which our expertise 

and seed capital may be useful. We want to support exist- 

ing community projects and help new local ideas become a 

reality, whilst supporting the community’s path to Net Zero. 

 
We want to learn more about the surrounding area, to 

better understand how our work can support you in and 

around Wootton Common and enhance your local community. 

We look forward to meeting you at our public exhibition and 

hearing your views. 

You are invited to our 

Public Exhibition 

Ridge Clean Energy invite you to our Public Exhibition to learn 

more about the proposed Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy 

Park. Join us to review our ideas for a solar array and battery 

storage on land south west of Wootton Common. 

 
The first exhibition will be held on Tuesday, May 3rd, 

12.00pm until 8.00pm: 

• Riverside Centre, The Quay, Newport, PO30 2QR. 
 
 

 

Learn more about the project: 
https://ridgecleanenergy.com/sunnyoaks 

 
Contact us: 
sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com 
01608 819253 

The second exhibition will be held on Wednesday, May 4th, 

11.00am until 6.00pm: 

• Wootton Bridge Community Centre, Brannon Way, 

Wootton Bridge, Ryde, PO33 4NW. 

 
Refreshments will be provided. 

mailto:sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com


 

 

About Ridge Clean Energy 

Working in partnership with land owners and local communities, Ridge 

Clean Energy’s (RCE) team identifies and develops new projects to 

supply clean energy to homes, businesses, and other power consumers. 
The RCE team have a wealth of experience with community engagement 
support and have created a range of local initiatives in small towns and 
villages that focus on improving community value. 

 

About the Project 

RCE is proposing the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park on 

farmland either side of Whiterails Road, to the south west of Wootton 

Common. The project would include an array of ground-mounted solar 

panels on land to the north of the road, and ancillary infrastructure and 

a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) to the south of the road. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park Site 

The project could deliver approximately 20MW of renewable 

energy, which would generate as much electricity each year as 

is used by approximately 5,500 Isle of Wight homes (based on 

average domestic consumption per household of 3,900 kWh – 

DBEIS, 2020). The environmental survey work has commenced 

and will be ongoing as the project progresses. 

Key Facts 
 

• The Scheme would generate as much electricity each year as is used 

by approximately 5,500 Isle of Wight homes. 

• Solar capacity of approximately 20MW. 

• Battery storage of up to 30MW over a two hour period. 

• 40 year operational period. 

• Approximately six month construction period. 

• Fully decommissioned after operational period. 

• Contribute to the UK’s domestic energy supply. 

• Renewable energy generation from the proposed development would 

support the UK’s legally binding net zero commitment, as well as the 

Isle of Wight Council’s target of net zero as a whole island community 

by 2040. By doing so, the project would help combat climate change 

and support the climate emergency declared by the Isle of Wight 

Council in 2019. 

• Result in a net gain for biodiversity, through enhanced planting and 

new ecological measures, including beehives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The scheme intends to benefit local wildlife View from Whiterails Road to site 



 

 

 



 

 

Noah’s Ark, 
Market Street, 
Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire, 
OX7 3PL 

01608 819253 
energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 
www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

 

 

Vix Lowthion 

Green Party 

vix@votevix.org 
 

12th April 2022 
 

Dear Ms Lowthion, 

 
I write to you to introduce Ridge Clean Energy (RCE) and our proposed renewable energy project, the ‘Sunny 

Oaks Renewable Energy Park’, located on land south west of Wootton Common between Newport and Ryde. 

Our team at RCE began developing, constructing and operating renewable energy projects across the UK in 2003, 

with our solar and wind projects producing essential, clean energy for local consumers. As rising energy costs are 

causing an increase in fuel poverty – a significant problem on the Isle of Wight – we are clear that there is an 

equally increasing need for locally-sourced renewable energy generation and greater security of supply. 

 
Our team are exploring the potential for a renewable energy park on privately-owned land near Wootton 

Common. The Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park would have a site area of approximately 37 hectares, 

consisting of a solar array with a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). 

If successful, the Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park could deliver approximately 20MW of renewable energy and, 

based on predicted solar irradiance levels for this site, would be capable of generating 22,425MWh per annum. This 

would be sufficient to power up to 5,500 Isle of Wight homes every year for its proposed 40-year operational 

lifespan. This is a substantial response to the climate emergency as declared by the Isle of Wight Council in 2019, 

and a significant contribution to the Isle of Wight’s ambition of achieving net zero status by 2030. At the end of its 

operational period, the site would be fully decommissioned with the added benefit of increased biodiversity and 

improvements to the local environment. 

 
As an industry-leading developer, we engage with local communities and councils at an early stage – for your 

information, we have reached out to the local parish councils as well as Bob Seely MP. We are keen to identify 

local initiatives for which our expertise and seed capital may be useful. We want to support existing community 

projects and help new, local ideas become a reality. We are keen to work with the community to support them 

on their path to net zero, and we would welcome your ideas on what matters most in local needs, and what could 

make a tangible difference to the area. The individuals that make up the RCE team have significant experience of 

delivering community projects for a wide range of needs, and are looking forward to working with local people in 

achieving net zero communities. 

Please find enclosed a plan showing the proposed location and indicative site area for the Sunny Oaks Renewable 

Energy Park, as well as the local parish boundaries, for ease of reference. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ridge Clean Energy is registered in England No. 08830217 

mailto:energy@ridgecleanenergy.com
http://www.ridgecleanenergy.com/
mailto:vix@votevix.org


 

 

 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and answer any questions you may have regarding the 

proposed project and equally, gain any ideas you have on local community initiatives . Please do contact me at 

jmurphy@theridgegroup.com for more information, we look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jonny Murphy 

Project Manager 

 
Enclosed: 

 
• Site Location Plan 

mailto:jmurphy@theridgegroup.com


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

web: www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

email: energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 

 
 
 

Ridge Clean Energy is a UK-based clean 

energy company with an established and 

successful history of working with landowners 

and local communities to research, develop, 

plan, finance, construct and operate 

renewable assets in the UK. 

 
Since 2003, we have combined a proven 

track record of developing high quality UK 

renewable energy projects with working 

alongside local communities to create 

enduring and sustainable local benefits. 

 
We are committed to developing renewable 

energy projects and supplying clean energy to 

homes, businesses and potential community 

projects. Whilst developing projects, we fully 

engage with local communities and councils. 

We are keen to assist with, identify funds for 

and invest in local communities. 

 

 

 

We develop each project with the scope to do much more than 

generate power. Our work supports businesses and communities 

across the UK in their mission to become net zero by 2050, 

combining our renewable energy projects with a community 

hub and integrated app. 

Our team is unique in our ability to work with local groups to 

determine how our projects can support local activities. We look 

at all opportunities to add value in a local context. Examples of 

this work could be providing an electric vehicle for a school, 

developing EV charging for a community, or funding 
a modern, accessible library or exercise studio. 

 

http://www.ridgecleanenergy.com/
mailto:energy@ridgecleanenergy.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 
 
 

 

 

Key Facts 

• The scheme would generate as much electricity as 

is used by approximately 5,500 homes annually. 

• Site area of approximately 37 ha/91.5 acres 

(consisting of solar PV, batteries, access tracks 

and associated infrastructure). 

• Solar capacity of approximately 20 MW. 

• Battery storage capacity of up to 30 MW. 

• 40 year operational period. 

 
• Approximately 6 month construction period. 

• Fully decommissioned after operational period. 

• Funding will be made available to support 

existing community projects and help new ideas 

become a reality. 

• Renewable electricity generation from the 

proposed development would support the UK’s 

legally binding net zero commitment and help 

secure domestic energy supply. 
 
 

Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park Site Location 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Indicative 
May 2022 
Public Consultation 

 
Late 2022 
Planning Application Determined 

 
 

 

Survey Start 

2021 

Detailed environmental assessments 

Quarter two 2022 

Planning Application Submitted 

2024 

Start of Operation 

Public consultation period Construction 

Timeline 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Proposed Site Design 



 

 

5 

 
 
 
 

Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The battery energy storage system 

(BESS) and substation would be 

located at the south of the site, 

where the renewable energy park 

would then connect to the local 

distribution network (via the existing 

substation immediately to the west). 

The compound would be surround- 

ed by a climb proof fence and house 

infrared cameras for security. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General representation of battery storage and solar panels 

1. Access Track 1 
New, upgraded or widened 

access track (grassed over in 

time) would be 4 metres wide 

and laid over a stone sub- 

surface constructed upon a 

geotextile membrane. 

2. Frame 

Frames to support the solar 

panels would be push driven 2 
into the ground or supported 

on concrete plinths if sensitive 

areas are identified. 

3. Inverters 

Inverters would likely be situat- 

ed in centralised units (or some- 

times beneath the solar panels) 

within the site. These are used 
to convert the direct current 3 
(DC) generated by the solar PV 
to alternating current (AC) for 

distribution to the grid. 

4. Transformer 
Underground cables connect 

to a transformer that steps 

up the voltage to 33kV. From 

here, underground cables take 

the electricity to the substation 

compound. Cabling would 4 
then take the electricity to the 

indicative connection point 

at the existing substation off 

Whiterails Road immediately to 

the west, where the electricity 

is delivered to the distribution 

network. 

 
 
 

5. Solar Power Station 

The inverter and transform- 

er can be housed in solar 

power stations that would 

be distributed at regular in- 

tervals amongst the solar 

panels. Each solar power 

station would be no more 

than 3 metres in height. 

 
 
 

6. Batteries 6 
The batteries can store 

electricity generated from the 

solar farm or the grid when 

there is excess generation, 

for use when the electricity 
is required. 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Security Fencing 7 
Security fencing (such 

as Deer Fencing) would 

surround the site. Small gaps 

at the base can allow small 

animals to cross the site. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Acoustic 
 

Noise during the construction phase could result from the Heavy Goods Vehicle 
(HGV) construction traffic. This would be managed by restricting working hours 
– for example from 7am to 7pm during the week and 7am to 1pm on Saturdays. 
In addition, standard noise reduction techniques such as silencers on plant/ 
machinery and not allowing idling of engines could be implemented. 

 
During the operational phase, both the heating ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) for the batteries and the cooling fans for the power conversion system 
(PCS) could generate sound from the grid compound in the south of the site. 
Within the solar farm itself, inverters used to convert the direct current (DC) to 
alternating current (AC) could also generate sound. We are carefully considering 
the potential for noise impacts and if/where necessary, would introduce 
mitigation measures. 

 
A noise assessment will accompany the planning application to assess the 
potential for impacts to sensitive receptors. 

 

Heritage 

The site is not located within a conservation area and there are no listed 
buildings or scheduled monuments within, or close to the site (the nearest 
being the grade II listed Palmers Lodge ~450m north). A desk based assessment 
identified some prehistoric flint scatters within the site, along with some possible 
Roman finds further afield from the site boundary. 

 
A geophysical survey has 
been conducted across the 
site and will be submitted 
as part of the application for 
planning permission. 

Construction, Operation and Decommissioning 
 

The proposed Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park would take approximately 
6 months to construct. Initial works would consist of the site tracks and 
compounds, followed by installation of the frames, electrical equipment and 
solar PV panels. It is expected that the frames would be push driven into the 
ground to provide a secure foundation. Finally, the battery energy storage 
system and transformer equipment would be brought on to site, for connection 
to the local electricity distribution network. 

 
HGV’s including flatbed trailers for the solar frames and panels, would be used 
to transport material and equipment to site. Access to the site is anticipated to 
be from the East Cowes ferry terminal, along the A3021, then along the A3054, 
turning right along Park Road then right along Whiterails Road to site. Another 
option is to continue on the A3054 to Wootton Bridge and then right onto 
Station Road to site. 

 
The predicted number of HGV movements (including deliveries to and from the 
site) is anticipated to be approximately 778 across the six month construction 
period, equating to approximately 8 movements a day. 

 

During the operational phase, there would be regular (monthly) site visits to 
clean the panels and inspect the equipment. In addition, there would likely be 
an environmental management plan in place, which describes the environmental 
enhancements and their ongoing maintenance. The performance of the 
renewable energy park would be monitored remotely. 

 
At the end of the 40-year operational lifetime, the site 

would be decommissioned and returned to agricultural use. 

 
 

Recycling 

 
More than 90% of each solar 

panel can be recycled, returning 

the valuable component parts 

back into the circular economy. 
Cleaning the panels 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Acoustic, Heritage and Construction 



 

 

Suggestions for Environmental Enhancement and Landscape Mitigation 

We are currently considering 

the following ideas, based 

on the survey work we have 

undertaken at the site: 

1 Mixed native hedgerow 
planting to screen views and 

increase habitat for wildlife 

with temporary visual hedges 

along the southern edge. 

2 Wildflower meadow and 
species rich grassland 
below and between the 
panels. Chosen specifically to 
compliment the local ecology. 

3 Native scrub woodland 
mix along foraging 
corridors with retention 
and/or enhancement of 
woodland/trees. 

4 Hedgerow enhancement 
and retention with gaps to 
be filled with non-hawthorn 
species where appropriate. 

5 Ancient woodland 15m 
buffer with scrub and 
meadow grassland. 
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The proposed Sunny Oaks 

Renewable Energy Park is 

dominated by grass farmland. 

From our existing survey work, we 
know the area supports species 
including skylark, buzzard and bats 
(amongst other species identified 
through local records search). 
 
The aim is to design the site to 
allow a net gain in biodiversity, 
through enhancement measures 
such as converting farmed 
grassland to wildflower grassland, 
new hedge planting and restoration 
as well as provision of habitat to 
encourage local bees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park is being designed with the local ecology and landscape in mind. It is our aim to deliver a project that not only 

generates clean energy, combats climate change, strengthens our energy security and contributes to the local community, but also results in a biodiversity 

net gain and complements the character of the local area where possible. This information shows our current intention to enhance the site for landscape and 

biodiversity, but we want to hear your views and suggestions, which we will consider in our final site design before submission. 
 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Proposed Environmental Benefits 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community benefits 

Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park will generate a community fund over the 
lifetime of the project. 

 
The community fund would be available to directly support the needs of local 
people and could be used for creating a community hub, improving footpaths 
and cycle paths, providing EV charging facilities or other community priorities 
associated with environmental benefits. 

 

Along with your suggestions and thoughts, we will continue to engage with 
Parish Councils and community groups to identify the main areas of need and 
then focus on growing a positive asset for all living in the vicinity of the project. 

 
Ridge Clean Energy work in partnership with communities – including 
landowners, residents, councils, and community groups – to engage at an 
early stage and answer local needs at the earliest opportunity. Specifically, we 
are keen to identify local initiatives for which our expertise and finance may 
be useful. 

 
We are pleased to support IOW Bamboo & Blooms from whom we purchased 

Wildflower Seed Bombs for you to take away and scatter. 

 

Supply chain opportunities 

If the proposal is successful, Ridge Clean Energy would encourage local 
suppliers and contractors to get in touch to outline what services could be 
provided by local businesses in order to help support the local economy. 

 
 

 
Feedback, comments & questions 

Please take the time to fill out a feedback form provided by the project 

team. We would be very grateful to receive your feedback, comments and 

any questions. 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Community Engagement 

Website: https://ridgecleanenergy.com/sunnyoaks-contact-us/ 

Ridge Clean Energy, Noah’s Ark, Market Street, Charlbury, OX7 3PL Post: 

Email: sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com 

Contact us 

mailto:sunnyoaks@theridgegroup.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Site Design Access 
 

The site is strategically located adjacent to the existing electricity substation off 
Whiterails Road. 

 
The solar panels would be situated on land north of Whiterails Road on land we 
understand to be of poorer quality. 

 
The solar panels would be set back from properties along Park Road, retaining 

existing farming practices in the intervening fields. 

 
The substation and battery energy storage unit would be located on land to the 

south of Whiterails Road adjacent to the existing substation. 

 
The site design has been mindful of existing infrastructure on site (such as 
gas pipelines and electricity cables), as well as Fattingpark Copse (Ancient 

Woodland and Site of Importance for Nature Conservation), trees and the 
retention of hedgerows where possible. 

Land Use and Soils 

Access to site would be directly off 

Whiterails Road. We are currently finalising 

our access points into the site, however we 

will look to utilise existing accesses where 

possible. 

 
There are no public rights of way within the 

proposed site boundary, and there would 

be no physical impact to the cycleway 

#214 immediately north of the proposed 

development. 

 
 
 
 

 
Biodiversity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Indicative site boundary - basemap © Crown copyright and database rights 2022 

Ordnance Survey 0100031673 

 

We understand that land to the north of Whiterails Road is poorer quality than 

land to the south. We’ve sought to maximise the poorer quality land for solar 

development. We are conducting assessments to confirm the soil quality. 

 
The land at the proposed solar farm is currently used for grazing cattle and 

growing grass, rather than being used to grow grain, pulses or cereals. 

 
The renewable energy park would be a temporary development. 

The agricultural land would be maintained and available for agricultural use 

after the extended fallow period (which would allow a return to a higher 

equilibrium of soil organic content). 

A suite of ecological surveys have been conducted on the site, including: phase 1 

habitat surveys, wintering birds and bats. 

 
The species identified are typical of farmland in this area. Environmental 

enhancement measures such as hedgerow planting, and incorporating species rich 

grass mix between solar panels and on the margins will encourage wildlife to the 

site and result in a biodiversity net gain. See the Proposed Environmental Benefits 

board for further information. 
 

Biodiversity: Species rich wildflower mix amongst PV panels 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Site Design, Biodiversity and Land Use 



 

 

Rushcliffe Borough Council 

Decarbonised Electricity System by 2035 

A landmark commitment to decarbonise the UK’s electricity 

system by 2035 was unveiled October 2021. To ensure this 

ambition becomes a reality, the government will double down 

on efforts to deploy a new generation of home-grown 

technologies - including solar PV. The report finds that climate change has 

already disrupted human and natural 

systems. Societal choices and actions 

implemented over the next decade 

will determine the extent to which 

the world can deliver climate resilient 

development to manage these risks. 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

The IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (4 April 2022) assesses the 

impacts of climate change, looking at ecosystems, biodiversity 

and human communities at global and regional levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

would assist in the fight against climate 

change, contribute to plans and targets 

set at the local, regional and national 

level, and help secure the UK’s domestic 

energy supply. 

Climate Change Act 

The UK is leading the way in the path to net zero, becoming the 

first major economy in the world to legislate a binding target to 

reach net zero emissions by 2050. 

In 2019, the Isle of Wight Council 

declared a climate emergency. 

• As a council by 2030 

• Across their school’s estates by 2035 

• As a whole island community by 2040 

Isle of Wight Council 

The Isle of Wight Climate and Environment Strategy (2021-2040) 

sets the pathway to achieve net-carbon zero in three stages: 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Policy and Targets 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 

Where the Ridge Clean Energy team has been 
Do you recognise some of these locations? 



 

 

 

Existing view looking west from Whiterails Road 

 

Predicted view looking west from Whiterails Road with no mitigation 

 
Predicted view looking west from Whiterails Road with proposed visual screening 

Viewpoint 

Looking west from 
Whiterails Road 

The photomontage has been created 

using Lidar 2m data to superimpose the 

proposed solar farm on the existing view to 

illustrate the appearance from this location. 

The viewpoint locations are being agreed 

with the Isle of Wight Council. 

The photomontages, alongside onsite 

analysis, are used in the landscape and 

visual impact assessment to assess the 

potential impacts of the proposal to views. 

• Mature Laurel planting (2+m) to be 

planted at construction phase. 

• Predicted views show planting after 2 to 3 

years. 

• Existing hedgerow proposed to be grown 

out to become a native screening feature. 



 

 

Existing view looking north from Whiterails Road 

 

Predicted view looking north from Whiterails Road with no mitigation 
 

 

Predicted view looking north from Whiterails Road with proposed visual screening 
 

Viewpoint 

Looking north from 
Whiterails Road 

The photomontage has been created 

using Lidar 2m data to superimpose the 

proposed solar farm on the existing view to 

illustrate the appearance from this location. 

The viewpoint locations are being agreed 

with the Isle of Wight Council. 

The photomontages, alongside onsite 

analysis, are used in the landscape and 

visual impact assessment to assess the 

potential impacts of the proposal to views. 

• Mature Laurel planting (2+m) to be 

planted at construction phase. 

• Predicted views show planting after 2 to 3 

years. 

• Existing hedgerow proposed to be grown 

out to become a native screening feature. 



 

 

Existing view looking north west from Park Road 

 
Predicted view looking north west from Park Road with no mitigation 

 
Predicted view looking north west from Park Road with proposed visual screening 

Viewpoint 

Looking north west 
from Park Road 

The photomontage has been created 

using Lidar 2m data to superimpose the 

proposed solar farm on the existing view to 

illustrate the appearance from this location. 

The viewpoint locations are being agreed 

with the Isle of Wight Council. 

The photomontages, alongside onsite 

analysis, are used in the landscape and 

visual impact assessment to assess the 

potential impacts of the proposal to views. 

• Mature Laurel planting (2+m) to be 

planted at construction phase. 

• Predicted views show planting after 2 to 3 

years. 

• Existing hedgerow proposed to be grown 

out to become a native screening feature. 



 

 

Existing view looking north east from Footpath 116 

 
Predicted view looking north east from Footpath 116 with no mitigation 

 
Predicted view looking north east from Footpath 116 with proposed visual screening 

Viewpoint 

Looking north east 
from Footpath 116 

The photomontage has been created 

using Lidar 2m data to superimpose the 

proposed solar farm on the existing view to 

illustrate the appearance from this location. 

The viewpoint locations are being agreed 

with the Isle of Wight Council. 

The photomontages, alongside onsite 

analysis, are used in the landscape and 

visual impact assessment to assess the 

potential impacts of the proposal to views. 

• Mature Laurel planting (2+m) to be 

planted at construction phase. 

• Predicted views show planting after 2 to 3 

years. 

• Existing hedgerow proposed to be grown 

out to become a native screening feature. 
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Legend 

Indicative site boundary 

 
250m (0.155 mi) from the 

indicative site boundary 

 
500m (0.31 mi) from the 

indicative site boundary 

 
1km (0.62 mi) from the 

indicative site boundary 

 
1.5km (0.93 mi) from the 

indicative site boundary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Distance from indicative 

site boundary 

Sunny Oaks 

Renewable Energy Park 

 
Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy 

How far do you live from Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park? 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ridge Carbon Capture 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Peatland Restoration 

As an added environmental benefit of our renewable energy parks, Ridge also develops 

peatland restoration projects across the UK. 

 
Peatlands constitute a huge store of carbon, holding over a quarter of the world’s soil 

carbon despite only covering 3% of the land mass. However, in a damaged condition, 

peatlands release this stored carbon as carbon dioxide into Earth’s atmosphere. Degraded 

peatlands therefore actively contribute to climate change and global warming. 

 
Traditionally, peatlands have been drained by humans for a variety of reasons, the impact of 

which is now recognised to be devastating. Here in the UK, 80% of our peatlands are in a 

degraded condition and are in need of restorative efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In a healthy condition, peatlands are carbon removal powerhouses. Restoration takes 

damaged peatland from a net source of greenhouse gases to a net sink. The partially- 

decomposed vegetation that makes up a peatland bog has the ability to take in carbon 

dioxide and store it for millennia. This is called carbon sequestration. 

 
The restoration process focuses first and foremost on the rewetting of the landscape, to raise 

the water table across a bog site. This involves techniques such as damming of drainage 

systems, reprofiling steep areas causing water runoff, and revegetating areas where bare 

peatland is exposed. 

 
Peatland restoration offers immense opportunities for climate repair, and our projects 

deliver a variety of other benefits that support the UK’s ecosystems, cultural heritage and 

communities. These co-benefits include flood risk mitigation, biodiversity gains, increase in 

downstream water quality, and drought resilience. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Noah’s Ark, 
Market Street, 
Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire, 
OX7 3PL 

01608 819253 
energy@ridgecleanenergy.com 
www.ridgecleanenergy.com 

 
 
 

 

Tuesday 21st June 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Residents of Whiterails Road, Park Road and Briddlesford Road 

 
I am writing to thank those who were able to attend our public exhibitions (held in early May 2022) for the 

proposed Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park, we were pleased with the number of attendees from the local 

community following our postal invitations earlier in April.  Our team had some very engaging conversations and 

we have taken comments away and are continuing to consider these as we progress our design and assessment 

work. 

 
Following the public exhibitions, we have prepared a list of Frequently Asked Questions which can be viewed on 

the dedicated project website – https://ridgecleanenergy.com/sunnyoaks. This list addresses those questions 

which were asked more than others during the exhibitions. However, as part of our application we will be 

submitting a ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ which will comprehensively address feedback received 

during the exhibitions as well as from wider consultation. 

 
You may recall that we were hoping to submit our application by quarter two 2022. We’re not quite ready to 

submit yet and are still working on our design and assessment work. We will inform the local community when 

our application is being submitted to the Isle of Wight Council, along with details of how to view the application 

material. 

 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Jonny Murphy 

Project Manager, Sunny Oaks Renewable Energy Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ridge Clean Energy is registered in England No. 08830217 
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